


The Preparations_

Every September, a short 
time before school started 
again and the majority of 
Woofland’s inhabitants 
returned to town, Baguette 
and Bonton’s family held a 
great big picnic.

All the family, the entire pack, 
always showed up.
It was an old tradition.

So Uncle Champion, who 
would return to Woofland 
for the party even when 
he was traveling around 
the world, showed up at 
Baguette and Bonton’s 
house at the crack of dawn 
to help his brother Quill 
and Mommy Melody get 
everything ready.

He wasn’t surprised to find 
that Granny Pancake and 
Grandpa Eagle-Eye had 
gotten there before him, 
and were preparing the last 
of the food. They had both 
dropped by their son’s house 
before the sun had even come 
up.
Nor was Champion surprised 
when the doorbell rang right 
after he arrived, announcing 
Granny Garland and 
Grandpa Doodle.



Nor was it strange to him 
either that Baguette had 
just gotten up and yet was 
awake and full of energy, 
while Bonton, for his part, 
was still snoring up a storm.
To be clear, it wasn’t that 
the pup was lazy; he simply 
liked to sleep in a little if 
he could, and in any case, he 

knew the others wouldn’t 
arrive for another hour.

But wait... “the others”, you 
ask?

Of course, you’re right.
You may have thought that 
Baguette and Bonton’s 
family was already all there!

The Others_

Bonton woke up as the 
preparations were already 
winding down, and the house 
was full of people.
He greeted everyone and 
when he had breakfast, he 
was the last to do this, too.

The doorbell rang again as 
he was finishing brushing his 



teeth, so he ran to open the 
front door, revealing his 
Aunt Nevada.
“Hi, pup! How are you?”
“Auntie!”
“Hello,” said a faint and shy 

voice from behind his aunt.
“Come in, come in!” said 
Mommy Melody loudly in 
a happy voice, drying her 
ears on her apron as she 
stepped swiftly toward the 
newcomers, “it’s so nice to 
see you, sister!”
The Basset Hound, wearing 
her faux-leather jacket, 
took off her hat and entered, 
followed closely by the shy 
Siamese cat, Cousin Utah.
Utah was a kitten adopted by 
Nevada in China, on the Chow 
Chow Peninsula, during a 
work assignment.
Nevada, you see, was 
an archaeologist - and 
a paleontologist - who 
continually traveled the 
world studying dogosaurs 
and ancient civilizations.



Little Utah had become part 
of the family only three years 
before, but everyone was 
delighted that she had.
Baguette and Bonton most of 
all, because their new cousin 
was exactly one year older 
than Bonton and six months 
younger than Baguette, so the 
three of them had become fast 
friends right away.

Just as everyone was 
hugging, the doorbell rang 
again, and this time it was 
Grandpa Doodle who 
answered.
All of the expected family 
members were finally under 
the same roof!

From the State of Chihuahua_

Doodle gleefully greeted 
his other daughter.
The youngest.
Her name was Plumbline, and 
she was an architect.
Having only just arrived 
from the airport, she 
hurriedly dropped off the 
mexican specialties she had 
brought for the picnic while 
her boyfriend paid the cab 
driver.



“Hi, Daddy!” said Plumbline.
“Hello Plumbline, I’m so 
glad to see you,” replied 
Grandpa Doodle, gathering 
her in a big hug.
“PLUMBLINE!” Mommy 
Melody and Aunt Nevada 
yelped in unison, hearing her 
voice. They bounded up to her 
and all three started leaping 
for joy at seeing each other 
again.
“Umm…” interrupted a voice 
from the doorway, which 

was filled with rejoicing 
dogs, “may I come in too, por 
favor?”
It was Abdomino, 
Plumbline’s boyfriend.
 
Yes, Abdomino was 
Mexican. Not only was he a 
professional wrestler - a 
luchador, as they called 
them in those parts - and a 
Chihuahua, but he was also 
strong enough to lift a 
dogmobile! As soon as he 
had laid eyes on him, Uncle 
Champion ran up to him... 
the two barely greeted each 
other before they started 
to arm wrestle on the living 
room table (but only after 
putting on a wrestler’s mask 
at the request of Baguette 
and Bonton)!



And finally, the family was 
all together!

(continue)


